
TASK:  Examine the speech for meaning.  Paraphrase, look up 

definitions etc. 

Take turns reading the speech aloud with STORM in your voices. 

Plan a performance of the speech.  Each person must participate.  

Use the text of the speech as the basis of the portrayal.  Use 

background noise, blocking, any props you can find in the room, 

actions etc. 

 

Audience: 

How does each performance depict both the inner and the outer 

storms?  What evidence is in the text that prompted the 

interpretation?  What are effective ways of portraying the storms?  

How does the outer storm reflect or enhance Lear’s inner storm? 



Blow, winds, and crack your cheeks! rage! blow! 

You cataracts and hurricanoes, spout 

Till you have drench'd our steeples, drown'd the cocks! 

You sulphurous and thought-executing fires, 

Vaunt-couriers to oak-cleaving thunderbolts, 

Singe my white head! And thou, all-shaking thunder, 

Smite flat the thick rotundity o' the world! 

Crack nature's moulds, an germens spill at once, 

That make ingrateful man! 



Rumble thy bellyful! Spit, fire! spout, rain! 

Nor rain, wind, thunder, fire, are my daughters: 

I tax not you, you elements, with unkindness; 

I never gave you kingdom, call'd you children, 

You owe me no subscription: then let fall 

Your horrible pleasure: here I stand, your slave, 

A poor, infirm, weak, and despised old man: 

But yet I call you servile ministers, 

That have with two pernicious daughters join'd 

Your high engender'd battles 'gainst a head 

So old and white as this. O! O! 'tis foul! 



Let the great gods, 

That keep this dreadful pother o'er our heads, 

Find out their enemies now. Tremble, thou wretch, 

That hast within thee undivulged crimes, 

Unwhipp'd of justice: hide thee, thou bloody hand; 

Thou perjured, and thou simular man of virtue 

That art incestuous: caitiff, to pieces shake, 

That under covert and convenient seeming 

Hast practised on man's life: close pent-up guilts, 

Rive your concealing continents, and cry 

These dreadful summoners grace. I am a man 

More sinn'd against than sinning. 


